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always a number of students who would like to hear a few lect- 
ures on some of the most interesting topics relating to botany, 
students intending to become clergymen, lawyers, business men, 
whose time is so occupied with historical or philosophical courses 
that they could not take a regular botanical course. The few 
minutes which they could spend in a laboratory would be time 
thrown away. They want a few plain lectures on some limited 
topic, and the topic should be changed from year to year. On 
one year there might be, for instance, six lectures on fertilization 
of higher plants. The next year a course on the lower limit of 
the vegetable kingdom. Or there might be two or three courses 
of six lectures during the same year. 



RECENT LITERATURE. 

A Few Suggestions on Tree-Planting. 1 — The increased inter- 
est awakened of late in arboriculture may be attributed in part to a 
realizing sense that we have been forest-spendthrifts, and that it is about 
time for us to begin economizing, and if possible repair our wasted pat- 
rimony.. There is a vague fear that certain dangers are impending over 
us as a penalty for recklessly clearing the timber lands, and there seems 
to be a very general wish that our neighbors should do something at once. 
Now, what to do and how to do it are not so clear. 

In a course of lectures last winter at the Lowell Institute, Dr. Hough 
gave a frank statement of the difficulties. In the Eastern States the tra- 
ditions of two hundred years are against tree-planting ; there is no con- 
cert of action in any community ; there are many contingencies which 
may render the scheme in any one case a very hazardous one, and there 
is, at all events, a long time to wait for any pecuniary profit. 

Besides these difficulties we may state another, namely, that in few 
towns are the assessors of taxes in a right frame of mind. And so each 
man would gladly see his neighbor do something at once. This little 
pamphlet by Mr. Sargent gives many sensible hints as to what to do, 
and we call attention to the paper because it is a practical one, advo- 
cating practicable methods. Meanwhile, as our communities are acting 
on Professor Northrop's suggestion to plant centennial trees in the towns 
this year, can they not try a few centennial forests ? 

Die Pflanzenwelt Norwegens. 2 — This work is in two parts. 
The first, published in 1873, is a general account of the physical features 
of Norway and Sweden, with particular reference to the distribution of 

1 A Few Suggestions on Tree-Planting. By C. S. Sargent, A. B., Director of the 
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. From Report of Massachusetts State 
Board of Agriculture, 1875. 

2 Die Pflanzenwelt Norwegens. Von Dr. P. C. Schubeler. (The Vegetation of 
Norway, by Professor Schubeler, of the University in Christiania.) 
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wild plants and the cultivation of the useful ones. The second part bears 
the date 1875 and is more special in its nature, being in fact a popular 
flora of Scandinavia. The volumes are interesting throughout. We 
shall hope to transfer to our General Notes some of Professor Schiibeler's 
statements respecting the remarkable climate of Norway, and the occur- 
rence of Southern plants near the Arctic circle. 

Botanischer Jahresbericht. 1 — Annual Report on Botany, by Dr. 
Just, of Carlsruhe. The second year of this valuable compendium is an 
improvement on the first. The several departments of botany are con- 
ducted by different men, chiefly specialists, and in a careful manner. The 
articles which have appeared in the journals, and proceedings of societies, 
are given in abstract. Besides these there are very good critiques of the 
botanical books for the year (1874). The Year-Book is of great value 
to all botanists who wish to keep up with the published researches, and 
who have not time to study all the journals. It must be said, moreover, 
that the range of periodicals from which Dr. Just and his associates have 
selected their notes is very wide, comprising many chemical and agricult- 
ural journals, which are not likely ordinarily to fall in a botanist's way. 
Technologists and chemists have had their annuals for several years, and 
it is high time that botanists should fare as well. Botanists ought to con- 
gratulate themselves that the task has fallen into such good hands, and 
they should see to it that the enterprise is sustained. 

Kneeland's American in Iceland. 2 — This little book, issued about 
the same time as Judge Caton's Summer in Norway, affords fresh evi- 
dence that American tourists are taking more interest than formerly in 
Northern Europe, particularly the Scandinavian peninsula and the isl- 
ands to the westward, the homes of the Northmen. Dr. Kneeland's 
book is an intelligent and by no means dull account of Iceland, preceded 
by pleasant sketches of the Orkney, Shetland, and Faroe Islands, as 
seen during a voyage of a few weeks in 1874, the year of the thousandth 
anniversary of the settlement of Iceland by the Northmen. 

Our readers will examine with much interest the chapter on the 
Physical Characters of Iceland, in which the author adopts the view 
that Iceland was uplifted towards the end of the glacial epoch, and that 
this explains the traces of a milder climate in Greenland before the ad- 
vent of man. At present the geographical position of Iceland is there- 
fore very important, as " with Jan Meyen and Spitzbergen it forms a 
natural barrier against the desolation of Northern Europe by the ice 
from Arctic regions ; should Iceland disappear beneath the waters, Nor- 

1 Berlin: GebriiderBorntrager, 1875, 1876. 

2 An American in Iceland. An Account of its Scenery, People, and History. With 
a Description of its Millennial Celebration in August, 1874 ; with Notes on the 
Orkney, Shetland, and Faroe Islands, and the Great Eruption of 1874. By Samuel 
Kneeland. With Map and Nineteen Illustrations. Boston : Lockwood, Brooks, & 
Co. 1876. 12mo, pp. 326. $2.50. 



